
You are receiving this newsletter because you are near the 
High River and Okotoks Transmission Project proposed  
in the Foothills area and we want to provide you with  
an update.

What progress have we made?
During the first stage of consultation, between October 2011 and  
January 2012, we received valuable stakeholder input about the proposed 
transmission improvements. We held open houses in High River and Okotoks 
and conducted more than 150 one-on-one consultations with stakeholders. 
We used stakeholder input and results from further studies and field work to 
refine our preliminary routes and select preferred and alternate routes for 
the proposed transmission project.

We would like to provide you with a project update, including:

• information about next steps, including the Facilities Application  
and construction 

• details about the preferred and alternate routes

• updated project maps

DEFINITION 

Transmission
Transmission lines make up 
Alberta’s electric highway, 
linking the places where power 
is generated to where power is 
used. Transmission lines transport 
large amounts of power over long 
distances across the province. 
The transmission system connects 
diverse sources of power generation 
including wind, high-efficiency coal, 
natural gas and more.

CONTACT US
1-877-767-4484

fatd@altalink.ca

Visit us online at 
www.altalink.ca/fatd 
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DID YOU KNOW?
Alberta marked a new peak electricity demand 
record this January as residents across the province 
turned to the power grid to beat the cold.  
The transmission system works behind the scenes  
24 hours a day so your comfort is uncompromised 
despite the heat of summer or the chill of winter.



2

DEFINITION

Facilities Application
AltaLink submits Facilities Applications 
to the AUC for review. A Facilities 
Application describes how AltaLink 
proposes to meet the requirements 
for a transmission project. It includes 
routing details, results of the 
participant involvement program 
and technical details. Facilities 
Applications must be approved by the 
AUC before construction can begin.

DEFINITION

Alberta Utilities 
Commission
The Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC) ensures the fair and 
responsible delivery of Alberta’s 
utility services. AltaLink submits 
applications for new transmission 
projects to the AUC and the AUC 
reviews them in a public process.

Next steps
We will be filing a Facilities Application with the Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC) in winter/spring 2012. The AUC will review the 
application through a process in which stakeholders can participate.

The High River and Okotoks Transmission Project will be filed in the 
same Facilities Application as the Okotoks to Janet Project. Information 
about the Okotoks to Janet Project can be found on the Foothills Area 
Transmission Development map included in this package.

The combined application will be titled Foothills 138 kV Project.

We will send you a notification letter after we file the application. The 
letter will include our application number so you can track the project’s 
status with the AUC. To learn more about the AUC process and how 
you can become involved, please refer to the brochure included in this 
package titled Public Involvement in Needs or Facilities Applications.

Anticipated project schedule

File application with the AUC Winter/spring 2012

Start construction if project is approved Spring 2013

Complete construction Winter 2015

Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to change.  
We will continue to provide you with updated schedule information as the project progresses.

DID YOU KNOW?
Essential services that are critical 
to Albertans, such as hospitals, 
rely on large amounts of power. 
On average, hospitals use 
1,875,000 kilowatt hours (kWh) of 
electricity a month. That’s enough 
to power more than 3,000 typical 
homes for a month. Transmission 
lines transport the power supply 
hospitals need.
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Project details
The High River and Okotoks Transmission Project includes building new 
transmission lines, rebuilding an existing transmission line, decreasing the 
voltage of an existing transmission line and upgrading substations.

Building new transmission lines
We are proposing to build approximately 15 kilometres (nine miles) of 
new double circuit 138 kilovolt (kV) transmission line. The transmission 
line will run from the proposed Foothills Substation (located east of High 
River) to the existing High River Substation (located north of High River).

We are also proposing to build approximately 800 metres (half a mile) of 
new double circuit 138 kV transmission line, to connect the existing 911L 
transmission line to the existing Okotoks Substation (along the northern 
road allowance of 370 Avenue).
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DEFINITION

Substation
Substations are the connection point 
between high-voltage transmission 
lines and the lower voltage power 
lines (called distribution lines) that 
connect directly to homes and 
businesses.

After a transmission line brings 
power to a substation, voltage 
is reduced so power can be 
transported safely and efficiently 
to you.

DEFINITION

Circuit
A circuit is a group of wires that 
electricity flows through. The wires 
are strung along power line structures. 
Transmission line structures can be 
described as single or double circuit. In 
a single circuit transmission line, three 
single or bundled wires are strung 
along the transmission structures. A 
double circuit transmission line has six 
single or bundled wires strung along 
the structures.

DEFINITION

Kilovolt (kV)
A kilovolt is equal to one thousand 
volts and is commonly used 
when describing transmission 
and distribution lines. AltaLink’s 
transmission lines range from  
69 kV (69,000 volts) to 500 kV 
(500,000 volts). Light bulbs typically 
range from 120 to 300 volts.



4

Preferred route
AltaLink selected the preferred route because the majority of it is located 
within existing road allowances. It also has lower overall impacts when 
compared to other preliminary routes.

Compared to the alternate route, the preferred route: 

• has a fewer number of residences within 800 metres

• crosses fewer land parcels, reducing agricultural and land use impacts

• is located primarily within existing road allowances 

DID YOU KNOW?
Modern technologies, like digital 
recording devices, are a large 
drain on the power system. 
Some home entertainment 
configurations use more power 
than a new refrigerator. The 
average home has more and 
more gadgets continuously 
drawing power from the grid. 
Transmission lines bring power 
from where it’s created to where 
it’s needed so you can power 
your quality of life.
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Alternate route
The alternate route includes route segments that parallel existing 
transmission lines and follow road allowances.

Compared to the preferred route, the alternate route:

• has a higher number of residences located within 800 metres

• crosses more land parcels resulting in greater agricultural and land 
use impacts

• will be located on private land for the majority of the route
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NOTE
For more information about 
the High River and Okotoks 
Transmission Project (such as 
route identification criteria, 
structure details, compensation 
and project cost) or other projects 
in the area, please visit our 
website www.altalink.ca/fatd, or 
contact us and we will send you 
the project information packages. 

Adjusted routes
We adjusted several route segments to accommodate newly constructed 
roadways and the proposed Highway 2 interchange. We also adjusted 
some route segments based on updated engineering and stakeholder 
feedback. Please refer to the maps included in this package for more 
detailed information.

Routes no longer under consideration
We have removed several route segments from consideration. Compared 
to the preferred and alternate routes, these route segments:

• have higher overall impacts

• cross more land parcels resulting in greater agricultural and land  
use impacts

Rebuilding an existing transmission line
We are proposing to rebuild approximately seven kilometres (four miles) 
of the existing 727L transmission line from single to double circuit. This 
transmission line runs north from the High River Substation to just south 
of 434 Avenue East.

We were also proposing to rebuild a segment of the 727AL transmission 
line from single to double circuit. Now, we are proposing to build a new 
single circuit transmission line within the road allowance along the south 
side of 434 Avenue East, to connect it to the 911L transmission line.  
The 727AL transmission line will remain unchanged.

Decreasing the voltage of an existing transmission line
We are proposing to decrease the voltage on a segment of the existing 
911L transmission line from 240 kV to 138 kV.

The segment we propose to decrease runs from 434 Avenue East to 
just east of the Okotoks Substation (located east of Okotoks). Structure 
additions or modifications may be required.

The look of the transmission line will remain largely the same. The voltage 
change will only affect the amount of power the transmission line carries.

The overhead shield wire on this segment of the 911L transmission line 
will be replaced with a new fibre optic overhead shield wire to improve 
telecommunication abilities with AltaLink’s control centre.
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Upgrading substations
We are proposing to add new 138 kV equipment to the proposed Foothills 
Substation and the existing High River and Okotoks Substations to 
accommodate this proposed electric system reinforcement.

Construction activities
If this project is approved, we will continue to communicate with 
landowners during the construction process to provide the most up-to-
date information and to mitigate any potential impacts that may arise.

We expect the construction process to take approximately 18 to 21 months. 
Construction will be completed in coordination with other projects in  
the area.

Depending on where you are in relation to the project, you may see  
or hear:

• right-of-way, structure workspace and access preparation

• building of structure foundations as required

• structure assembly and installation

• wire stringing on the transmission structures

• work on existing transmission structures

• transmission structure removal and rebuild

Additional workspace
Additional workspace is required for the safe construction of the 
transmission line, including structure assembly, installation and stringing. 

If the project is approved, we will require additional workspace only on 
the approved route. If we require additional workspace on your property, 
we will work with you to identify the area required. We will reclaim the 
area once construction is complete.

Safety commitment
AltaLink is committed to the safe design, construction, maintenance 
and operation of transmission facilities. AltaLink’s safety standards and 
practices are developed to meet or exceed government guidelines and 
codes to ensure that our facilities meet the requirements for public, 
employee and neighbouring facility safety.

OUR TRANSMISSION 
LINES TRANSPORT  
THE POWER YOU  
USE EVERY DAY
AltaLink’s transmission system 
efficiently delivers electricity to  
85% of Albertans. Dedicated to 
meeting the growing need for 
electricity, AltaLink connects 
Albertans to renewable, reliable and 
low-cost power. With a commitment 
to community and environment, 
AltaLink is ensuring the transmission 
system will support Albertans’ 
quality of life for years to come. 
Learn more at www.altalink.ca.
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INCLUDED IN THIS 
INFORMATION 
PACKAGE:
• Project maps
• Foothillls Area Transmission 

Development map
• AUC brochure: Public 

Involvement in Needs or 
Facilities Applications

More information

To learn more about the proposed project, please contact:

ALTALINK 
1-877-767-4484 (toll-free) 
Email: fatd@altalink.ca

To learn more about Alberta’s electric system and the need for the project, 
please contact:

ALBERTA ELECTRIC SYSTEM OPERATOR (AESO)
1-888-866-2959 (toll-free) 
Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

ALBERTA UTILITIES COMMISSION (AUC) 
780-427-4903  
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number).  
Email: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca

www.twitter.com/altalink

www.facebook.com/
altalinktransmission

Let’s talk transmission


